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José Andrés Catering with Ridgewells Taps Katsuya Fukushima as Executive Chef 
And Tiffiny Dunn as Catering Manager
 

Washington, D.C. (January 21, 2010)— José Andrés Catering with Ridgewells, a new partnership that pairs the award-winning cuisine of GQ’s Chef of the Year, José Andrés, with the exceptional service of Ridgewells Catering, is pleased to announce Katsuya Fukushima as Executive Chef. A protégé of José Andrés, Katsuya Fukushima’s personal style and innovative techniques have surprised and delighted Washingtonians for many years as he served as head chef at Café Atlantico from 2002 to 2008. He most recently held the position of Executive Chef of Special Projects for ThinkFoodGroup, assisting Andrés with the opening efforts for Esquire’s “Best New Restaurant,” The Bazaar at the SLS Hotel in Beverly Hills, California, along with television appearances, media events, recipe development and the creation of the new catering venture.  

 

Katsuya’s expertise and boundless curiosity make him the ideal chef for this exciting new company. Having led Jose’s team over the past several months to develop this new concept, Katsuya now takes the helm as executive chef where he will oversee the creation and execution of the specially designed menus offered by José Andrés Catering with Ridgewells including Mediterranean, Mexican, Classic Spanish and José’s Way.  Katsuya has worked beside José Andrés for 13 years, assisting in the kitchens of ThinkFoodGroup’s popular restaurants, Jaleo, Zaytinya, Oyamel, Café Atlantico and minibar by josé andrés, giving him extensive knowledge few can rival. This appointment is also a coming home of sorts, as Katsuya's first cooking job was in the kitchen of Ridgewells nearly 20 years ago. It was his short time there that inspired him to attend culinary school.

 

Beyond Washington, he has also participated with José Andrés in prominent events such as the Food & Wine Classic in Aspen and South Beach Food & Wine in Miami. Katsuya has also cooked in Kitchen Stadium along side José as they defeated Bobby Flay in an episode of “Iron Chef America.” He has appeared in Food Network’s Sugar Rush in 2007, Gourmet’s “Diary of a Foodie,” The Washington Post, Washingtonian, Washington Times, Wine Spectator and Food Arts.  Katsuya has also had the privilege to work with acclaimed chefs Ferran Adria, Thomas Keller and David Bouley.

 

José Andrés Catering with Ridgewells also welcomes another former ThinkFoodGroup team member as Tiffiny Dunn has been named Catering Manager. After successfully establishing a Special Events department at ThinkFoodGroup, Tiffiny will now be responsible for coordinating all catering events for José Andrés Catering with Ridgewells.  In addition, Tiffiny will work closely with the Executive Chef Fukushima to develop present and future products to meet the demand of current and future clients.
###
