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Former Wine Executive Bill Butcher Announces December Opening for Port City Brewing Company

Alexandria, Virginia (May 21, 2010)—Seasoned fine wine executive Bill Butcher is excited to announce the opening of Port City Brewing Company, a new addition to Metropolitan DC’s local craft beer scene that will celebrate, revive, and continue a rich brewing history and tradition in Alexandria. The craft brewery will be conveniently located two miles from the King Street Metro in a 21,000 square-foot space at 3950 Wheeler Avenue, and will produce a line of great quality ales for the DC and Mid-Atlantic market. Port City beers will be available at stores and restaurants in bottles and on draft, as well as the brewery’s on-site tasting room. Butcher expects the first brews to be in the market by Christmas 2010. 

Butcher, who is a long time veteran of the fine wine business says, “I have spent my career introducing and building high quality wine brands in the Mid Atlantic market. I have watched the beer scene evolve over the years, and I see many similarities in today’s craft beer and the wine business. DC is an exciting market for food, wine and beer. People here expect great quality, and our brand will be built on a foundation of consistently high quality, great tasting beers.” Butcher has over 17 years of experience bringing luxury wines to market. He managed sales and distribution for top wine companies including Robert Mondavi Winery, before helping launch Folio Fine Wine Partners in 2005, a portfolio of over 20 luxury wine brands. He will be bringing his broad experience in wine sales and distribution to the craft beer industry, which puts Butcher in a unique position to add to Washington DC’s local craft beer scene.

Port City Brewing Company has named Jonathan Reeves as the brewer of its exciting line, which will include India Pale Ale (IPA), Pale Ale, Belgian style White Ale, and Porter, along with a rotating selection of seasonal brews. Reeves has over 15 years of brewing experience and has won several awards for his beers, including five medals at the Great American Beer Festival. 

Tartan Commercial Properties of Alexandria handled the location search for Port City Brewing Company.
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