
- 2 -

For Immediate Release

Contact: Heather Freeman (800) 987-9806

Heather@Heatherfreeman.com
Lindley Thornburg (703) 593-5503

Lindley@Heatherfreeman.com
Hooks Book Events and The University of the District of Columbia’s Office of Community Outreach & Involvement Present A “Meet The Author Series” Free To The Public  
Washington, D.C., (September 17, 2009) – Perry Hooks and Loretta Yenson, Co-Founders of Hooks Book Events, and Dr. E. Gail Anderson Holness, Director of  UDC’s Office of Community Outreach & Involvement are pleased to announce a monthly, author series.  These monthly events will be held in the Windows Lounge on the UDC campus in northwest DC.    Nationally renowned authors will invite lively discussion during each of the one-hour gatherings held on Thursday, once a month from 2:30 PM to 3:30 PM, during the academic year.  Attendance is free of charge and open to the public.  Guests will also receive a complimentary copy of the author’s featured book while limited supplies last. Windows Lounge is located at 4200 Connecticut Avenue, NW and reservations are made through Hooks Book Events at http://www.hooksbookevents.com/.  The University of the District of Columbia book series for 2009-2010 includes the following: 
· October 15th: Steven V. Roberts will discuss his new release, From Every End of This Earth:  13 Families and the New Lives They Made in America (Harper, October 2009) . From Every End of This Earth follows the stories of thirteen very different families and takes a broader look at the shifting demographics and changing perceptions of this population over the past few decades.  He captures the voices of those living the promise of a new land, and the difficulties of starting over among strangers whose suspicion increasingly outweighs their open-armed acceptance.
Steven Roberts is the author of My Fathers’ Houses and coauthor of the New York Times bestseller From This Day Forward.  A journalist for more than 40 years, he has worked at the New York Times and U.S. News & World Report.  Roberts appears regularly as a political analyst on the ABC radio network and National Public Radio.  Since 1997, he has been the Shapiro Professor of Media and Public Affairs at George Washington University. 
· November 12th: Michael Rosen will discuss his book, What Else But Home: Seven Boys and an American Journey Between the Projects and the Penthouse (Public Affairs, July 2009. What Else But Home chronicles Rosen’s seven-year-old son Ripton who one day decided to join a pick-up game of baseball with some older kids in the park.  At the end of the game Ripton asked his new friends if they wanted to come back to his house for snacks and Nintendo. Over time, five of the boys—all black and Hispanic, from the impoverished neighborhood across the park—became a fixture in the Rosens’ home and eventually started referring to Michael and his wife Leslie as their parents. The boys began to see the Rosens as more than just an arcade of middle-class creature comforts; the Rosens began to learn the full stories of the boys’ fractured lives. What Else But Home is a quest to escape the previously inevitable, a test of the resilience of a newly assembled family, a love story unlike any other, and a celebration of the fact that, whatever our differences, baseball and commitment can help us bridge them.
Michael Rosen, a community organizer, is the author of Turning Words, Spinning Worlds.  He is a former real estate developer and investor, former CEO of a Wall Street firm, former CEO of a publicly traded company destroyed in the events of September 11, 2001, and a former assistant professor at New York University. 
· January 14: Gwen Ifill will discuss her recent book, The Breakthrough: Politics & Race in the Age of Obama (Doubleday, PB,January 2009) . In The Breakthrough, veteran journalist Gwen Ifill surveys the American political landscape shedding new light on the impact of Barack Obama’s stunning presidential victory, and introducing the emerging young African American politicians forging a bold new path to political power.  
Gwen Ifill is moderator and managing editor of Washington Week and senior correspondent of The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.
Chartered in 1974, the University of the District of Columbia is the only fully-accredited public institution of higher education in the nation’s capital. As an urban land-grant university, it supports a broad mission of education, research and community service.  As the District’s alma mater, UDC attracts students of every age from the Washington, DC region, the nation and the world—providing innovative, results-driven programs that enrich our city with educated, qualified students, ready to work and contribute to its overall prosperity and quality of life.  For more information, visit www.udc.edu
Hooks Book Events is a Washington DC-based minority women-owned business that specializes in providing low-cost book and author events for U.S. government agencies, non-profit organizations, trade associations, and corporations of all sizes. Engage your employees and constituents by bringing to your office our authors — thought leaders and New York Times bestselling writers who have penned books about current events and trends such as work/life balance, leadership, economics, coaching, management, and more.  Authors may be available to speak in the intimate setting and comfort of a home through our salon events.  Hooks Book Events also specializes in producing large scale public events with renowned fiction and non fiction authors and has recently expanded to the Boston metro area.  For details visit www.hooksbookevents.com.
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