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Women Chefs & Restaurateurs Calls on Diners to “Unite for a Bite” 
And Support Aspiring Women Chefs by Dining Out on August 13
 
Washington, D.C. (August 5, 2009) — On Thursday, August 13th, Women Chefs & Restaurateurs (WCR) is pleased to host the second annual “Unite for a Bite” a national campaign designed to support women in the culinary arts. During “Unite for a Bite,” diners are called to visit participating restaurants, who will donate 5% of their food and beverage sales on August 13th to support WCR’s scholarship and educational programs fostering growth of women in the culinary world. This initiative, spearheaded by WCR President-elect and Washington, DC-based Chef/Owner Jamie Leeds, supports the mission of WCR to promote and enhance the education, advancement and connection of women in the culinary arts. 
Chefs and participating restaurants recognizing “Unite for a Bite” will celebrate in personal ways by featuring tempting specials inspired by a favorite dish that influenced their culinary path or was created by an admired colleague or famous culinary role model. Restaurants may also invite high profile women in their community to visit, and feature female winemakers, farmers and artisans. Guests will be pleased to know that by dining at a participating restaurants on August, 13th they are ensuring young women will have the support and encouragement needed to start a career in this exciting, competitive culinary field. 

 

Chef Jamie Leeds of Hank’s Oyster Bar in Washington and Old Town, Alexandria and CommonWealth, a British-inspired gastropub in Columbia Heights, has been a member of WCR since its inception almost 15 years ago. In November, Jamie Leeds will begin her term as President of the WCR.  Leeds knows firsthand the importance of fostering the connection between women chefs. 

 

 “Initially I took a lot, relying on the help of other women to get my fledgling business off the ground,” say Jamie Leeds.  “Then, as I began to succeed, I was able to give back.  That’s what WCR makes possible by connecting the women of food, and helping those connections thrive.”

 

Participating restaurants include Hank’s Oyster Bar DC, 1624 W Street NW, Washington DC; Hank’s Oyster Bar Old Town, 1026 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia; CommonWealth Gastropub, 1400 Irving Street NW, Washington DC; Pizzeria Paradiso, Dupont Circle, 2029 P Street NW, Washington DC; Pizzeria Paradiso, Georgetown, 3282 M Street NW, Washington DC; North Square Restaurant, 103 Waverly Place, New York, NY; The Majestic, 911 King Street, Alexandria, VA; Bastille, 1201 N. Royal Street, Alexandria, VA; Mozzarella Company, 2944 Elm Street, Dallas, TX; Argia's Italian Restaurant, 124 N. Washington Street, Falls Church, VA; Local 121, 121 Washington Street, Providence, RI; Starlite, 3175 India Street, San Diego, CA; and Sunset Grill, 6536 Pine Avenue, Sanibel, FL. More information on the WCR program can be found by visit www.womenchefs.org.
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