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Hooks Book Events Announces Two Important Author Events Featuring 

 Hannah Pakula and Greg Mortenson 

Washington, D.C., (October 26, 2009) – Perry Hooks and Loretta Yenson, Co-Founders of Hooks Book Events, are pleased to announce two nationally renowned, best-selling authors visiting Washington in late fall: Hannah Pakula and Greg Mortenson.  The two events are open to the public with tickets priced from $12 to $32 per person, which includes a lecture by the author, Q&A, a copy of the featured book and book signing.  Locations and book details can be found below:

· November 5th: Hannah Pakula will discuss The Last Empress: Madame Chiang Kai-Shek and the Birth of Modern China (Simon & Schuster, 2009) at the Letelier Theatre (3251 Prospect Street, NW) at 6 PM.  Tickets are priced at $12.  In The Last Empress: Madame Chiang Kai-Shek and the Birth of Modern China, Madame Chiang Kai-shek was at the centre of one of the great dramas of the twentieth century: the founding of modern China, beginning with a revolution that swept away more than 2,000 years of monarchy, followed by the Second World War and ending in eventual loss to the Communists and exile in Taipei.  An epic historical tapestry, this beautifully wrought narrative revolves around a fascinating, manipulative woman and her family.  Hannah Pakula brilliantly narrates the life of this extraordinary woman – how she charmed the United States out of billions of dollars while remaining dedicated to her China, and how she managed to influence if not change the history of the twentieth century.
Hannah Pakula attended Wellesley College, the Sorbonne and Southern Methodist University.  She is a book reviewer for the Los Angeles Times.
· December 3rd: Greg Mortenson will discuss Stones into Schools: Promoting Peace with Books, Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and Pakistan (Viking Adult, 2009) at the Historic Sixth and I Synagogue (600 I Street, NW) at 7 PM.  Tickets are priced at $32 and include a copy of the book.  Students are eligible for a discounted rate of $12, and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Central Asia Institute.  In this dramatic first-person narrative, Greg Mortenson picks up where his last book, Three Cups of Tea, left off in 2003, recounting his relentless, ongoing efforts to establish schools for girls in Afghanistan; his extensive work in Azad Kashmir and Pakistan after a massive earthquake hit the region in 2005; and the unique ways he has built relationships with Islamic clerics, militia commanders, and tribal leaders even as he was dodging shootouts with feuding Afghan warlords and surviving an eight-day armed abduction by the Taliban.
Since the 2006 publication of his New York Times bestseller, Three Cups of Tea, Mortenson has traveled across the U.S. and the world to share his vision with hundreds of thousands of people.  He has met with heads of state, top military officials, and leading politicians who all seek his advice and insight.  The continued phenomenal success of Three Cups of Tea proves that there is an eager and committed audience for Mortenson’s work and message. 
Hooks Book Events is a Washington DC-based minority women-owned business that specializes in providing low-cost book and author events for U.S. government agencies, non-profit organizations, trade associations, and corporations of all sizes. Engage your employees and constituents by bringing to your office our authors — thought leaders and New York Times bestselling writers who have penned books about current events and trends such as work/life balance, leadership, economics, coaching, management, and more.  Authors may be available to speak in the intimate setting and comfort of a home through our salon events.  Hooks Book Events also specializes in producing large-scale public events with renowned fiction and non-fiction authors and has recently expanded to the Boston metro area.  For details visit www.hooksbookevents.com.
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