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José Andrés’s Café Atlántico and The Embassy of Colombia Welcome Back Catalina Velez for an Exploration of Colombia’s Pacific Coast
Washington, D.C. (April 22, 2010)— José Andrés’ ThinkFoodGroup and Her Excellency Carolina Barco, Ambassador of Colombia are pleased to welcome back Chef Catalina Velez of Luna Lounge and Kiva restaurants in Colombia for an evening of Latin flavors on Tuesday, April 27. After a successful event last winter, Café Atlántico is pleased to host Chef Velez to collaborate on a menu of Nuevo Latino flavors using the little known ingredients of Colombia’s Pacific coast. 
This unique culinary evening will marry the styles of Café Atlántico with special guest Chef Velez, melding the flavors of Colombia’s Pacific region. On Tuesday, April 27 from 7:30 p.m. and until 9 PM, the innovative four-course menu will be available with optional wine pairings provided by ThinkFoodGroup Beverage Director Jill Zimorksi. The dinner is priced at $65 per person with optional wine pairing for an additional $30 per person (excluding tax and gratuity). Reservations are required and can be made by calling (202) 393-0812. Guests should specify what time they would like to dine. 
Velez is one of Colombia's most prominent young chefs who uses local and traditional ingredients in new and surprising creations. Catalina Velez is known for her work in top American restaurants such as Seeger’s and Bacchanalia in Atlanta and the Swan in Denver, and her experience opening her own restaurants Luna Lounge and Kiva in Colombia. Catalina is also known for her work to better the lives of local families and communities. She has partnered with Vallenpaz, an organization that helps thousands of peasant families learn how to cultivate and sell products that Catalina uses herself in her restaurants.  

This special dinner is made possible by the support of the Embassy of Colombia, and Café Atlantico and is part of Colombia's celebration of its Bicentennial Independence
Under the direction of José Andrés’ ThinkFoodGroup, Café Atlántico is open for lunch Tuesday through Friday from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM; for dinner Tuesday through Thursday and Sunday from 5 PM to 10 PM and on Friday and Saturday from 5 PM to 11 PM. Brunch on Saturdays is available from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM. And their famous “Nuevo Latino” Dim Sum Brunch is available on Sundays from 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM. It is located at 405 8th Street, NW, Washington, D.C. For reservations, call 202-393-0812 or visit www.cafeatlantico.com
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