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Happy Hour Takes Washington by Storm at Some of The Hottest Restaurants
From early evening gathering to late night lingering the options are bountiful!
Washington, D.C. (March 1, 2010) – As winter rolls into spring, several Washington restaurants are heating things up by offering tempting bar fare, delicious new cocktails and happy hour menus for discerning Washingtonian.  First up, Jaleo’s lively bar scene can be enjoyed at three convenient locations: Crystal City, Bethesda and downtown DC, and all will feature “Jaleo Hour” from 4:30 PM-7:00 PM Sunday through Friday. Guests can nosh on some of Jaleo’s most popular tapas, priced at $4 each including Patatas bravas- 2009, fried fingerling potatoes topped with a spicy tomato sauce and alioli; Gambas al ajillo, shrimp sautéed with garlic and guindilla pepper and the tasty Croquetas de pollo, traditional chicken fritters. To quench one’s thirst, Jaleo’s famous white and red sangria, rail drinks and draft beer will be offered for $4. Additionally, Jaleo’s premiere selection of Spanish wines by the glass is half price during “Jaleo Hour.”  Jaleo downtown is located at 480 7th Street NW, 202-628-7949; Jaleo Bethesda is at 7271 Woodmont Avenue, 301-913-0003 and Jaleo Crystal City is located at 2250-A Crystal Drive, 703-413-8181. www.jaleo.com 
Featuring one of the most creative cocktail lists in Washington, Oyamel Cocina Mexicana (401 7th Street, NW) is serving up flavorful libations during the “Hora Feliz” from 4:30 PM-6:30 PM, Sunday through Friday.  Featured menu items include Oyamel’s authentic Mexican tacos in handmade corn tortillas, priced at $4 for two. Choices include Tinga poblana, stew of shredded chicken with potatoes, chorizo, and chipotle, topped with white onion and Cochinita pibil con cebolla en escabeche, Yucatan-style pit barbecued pork with pickled red onion and Mexican sour orange. Cocktail lovers will celebrate with the Classic Margarita and Oyamel Ponche as both are available for $4, along with select draft beer and half priced wines by the glass. Fore more information call (202) 628-1005 or visit www.oyamel.com.
Recognized as one of Washington’s hottest bar scenes, Zaytinya (401 7th Street, NW) introduces “Mezze Ora” from 4:30 PM to 6:30 PM Sunday through Friday and the newly unveiled “Late Mezze Ora” offers up the same great deals from 10:30 PM to 11:30 PM, Tuesday through Thursday. The refreshing Pom-Fili specialty cocktail made with white wine, vodka, triple sec and pomegranate juice is a featured drink along with Yuengling draft beer and Almaza Pilsner, all priced at $4. A selection of red and white wines including Moschofilero, Semeli, Mountain Sun, Greece '07 and Agiorgitiko, Semeli, Mountain Sun, Greece '05 will also be featured at $4 a glass. Perfect for snacking, Zaytinya is offering an array of mezze specials such as Kolokithokeftedes, zucchini and cheese patties, caper-yogurt sauce; Midyes, fried mussels with walnut tarator sauce and Arayes, grilled ground lamb and tahini stuffed pita.  For more information call 202- 638-0800 or visit www.zaytinya.com.
The newly opened Latin-Asian hot spot Masa 14 (1825 14th Street, NW) offers an extensive happy hour program with food and drinks specials available Monday through Friday from 5 to 7 PM.  A variety of small plates showcasing the restaurants Latin-Asian include spicy tuna rolls with wasabi, jicama and scallion; wok steamed mussels with chipotle-miso broth, ginger scallions and bacon; crispy chicken wings with garlic, teriyaki and sambal, as well as edamame served salted, steamed or spicy for $4 each.  An assortment of cocktails including the signature margarita, mojito and strawberry lemonade are available along with house red or white wine and four beers on tap.  For reservations or additional information please call (202) 328-1414 or visit www.masa14.com.
The neighborhood French restaurant Bistrot Lepic & Wine Bar (1736 Wisconsin Avenue, NW) offers 18 wines by the glass at half price Wednesday through Monday from 5:30 PM to 7 PM.  Complimentary wine tastings of lesser known French wines are also scheduled every Tuesday evening from 6 PM to 8 PM.  This special offering is ongoing, and available only in the 20-seat, upstairs Wine Bar, which has a contemporary French-Asian atmosphere complete with wine racks, cork flooring and cube tables with coconut shell inlay.  Wines change weekly and are selected by French-born Cyrille Brenac, Co-Owner and Managing Partner of the restaurant.  Guests will want to stay and linger as all of the 160 French wine bottles are discounted twenty percent on Tuesday evenings (exclusively in the Wine Bar).  For reservations or additional information please call (202) 333-0111 or visit www.bistrotlepic.com.
Situated just one block from the Verizon Center, Zola (800 F Street, NW) offers a “Bar Fun At Five” menu Monday through Saturday from 5 PM to 7 PM, and Sunday from 5 PM to 10 PM.  A late night version is also available Monday through Saturday from 9 PM to 11 PM.  Menu highlights include $1.50 bar bites such as lamb meatball slider served with grilled romaine and pepper slaw with goat cheese aioli; pulled BBQ pork served with bourbon barbeque sauce, coleslaw and cayenne spiced onions; steak and cheese slider with braised beef cheek, caramelized onions, peppers and mushrooms as well as brie and Roma tomato bite made with fresh Roma tomatoes, triple crème brie cheese and basil aioli.  For the perfect pairing, an extensive beverage list including four beers on draft, four wines by the glass, as well as signature cocktails such as the Zola, Zola Sangria and Red Sage Classic Margarita are also available and priced between $4 and $5 each.  For additional information, or reservations please call (202) 654-0999 or visit www.zoladc.com.

Located just steps from the White House, Potenza (1430 H Street, NW) offers a Pizza & Peroni menu exclusively at the 40-seat bar. Here guests can select from any of Potenza’s five house-made pizzas, fired in the 6,000 lb pizza oven, and receive a pint of Peroni for just $10.  Highlights include the margherita made with fresh tomatoes, house-made mozzarella and basil; gorgonzola dolce made with preserved tomato sauce, gorgonzola, Mache and aged balsamic drizzle; funghi made with Portobello, oyster and domestic mushrooms, tomato sauce, mozzarella and parmesan cheese; salame pinante made with tomato sauce, spicy sopresatta and house mozzarella and provolone cheese, as well as the pizza quattro stagioni made with porcetta, artichokes, olives and mushrooms.  The Pizza & Peroni menu is available Monday through Thursday from 8 PM to 11 PM; Friday and Saturday from 8 PM to Midnight and Sunday from 8 PM to 10 PM.  For more information and to make reservations, please call (202) 638-4444 or visit www.potenzadc.com.

The newly opened European-style bistro, AGAINN (1099 New York Avenue, NW) offers an abundance of cocktail and pub specials Monday through Thursday from 4 PM to 7 PM.  This special offering features standouts from Executive Chef Wesley Morton British-inspired menu priced at $5 each.  Highlights include fried Brussels sprouts served with curry mayonnaise; ale battered fish fingers served with English egg sauce; house-made pretzels served with sea salt and spicy mustard; crispy pork confit served with pickled shallots and mustard seed mignonette, as well as all natural beef hotdog served with onion marmalade and spicy mustard.  An assortment of beers and three wines by the glass from AGAINN’s extensive beverage program are also available at the 18-seat bar.  For reservations or additional information please call (202) 639-9830 or visit www.againndc.com.
 

With their impressive beer list and handsome pub, CommonWealth Gastropub (1400 Irving St., NW) is the perfect spot for after office gatherings.   The gastropub offers happy hour Monday through Friday from 4 PM to 7 PM with drink specials including half priced drafts and wines by the glass, $4 premium rail liquor drinks and $2 off specialty cocktails. CommonWealth also offers something for the night owls with a special Late Night Happy Hour Monday through Thursday from 10 PM until closing featuring $2 Budweiser, National Bohemian, Pabst Blue Ribbon Cans and $2 off specialty cocktails. For more information call (202) 265-1400 or visit www.cwgastropub.com. 

Hank’s Oyster Bar is always a favorite with their Oyster Happy Hour available at both the Dupont Circle and Old Town Alexandria locations. Three kinds of freshly shucked oysters are available for $1 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Monday through Friday during the cooler months in the district. In Old Town Alexandria, the oyster happy hour is available year-round Tuesday to Friday. Recently, Hank’s Oyster Bar Old Town unveiled the Late Night Oyster Hour featuring $1 oysters Friday and Saturday from 11 PM – 1 AM. Hank’s Oyster Bar is located at 1624 Q Street NW in Washington, DC and 1026 King Street, Alexandria VA. Fore more information visit www.hanksrestaurants.com. 

Penn Quarter’s 701 (701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW) is known for its sophisticated fare and stellar location in the heart of the theater district. The restaurant recently unveiled its new lounge and back bar are the perfect spot for social gatherings, after hour meetings or a cocktail and small bite after the show. 701 offers a special $7 Happy Hour Monday through Friday from 5 PM- 7 PM and on Thursday through Saturday from 10 PM until closing.  During happy hour, 701’s featured creative cocktails and wines by the glass are priced at $7. Choices include the Cherry Blossom Cocktail, Passion Fruit Mojito and the Blood Orange Martini. In addition a featured Sparkling Cava, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot  Noir and Cabernet Sauvignon will be available by the glass for $7. For nibbling, 701 offers a tempting bar menu with choices such as Grilled Scallops with Butternut Puree, Grapes, Oranges, Brown Butter; Steak Tartare with whole grain mustard, capers, horseradish, cornichons and grilled baguette, or King Crab Salad with old bay, avocado, orange and crispy cream cheese wonton.. For more information please call (202) 393-0701 or visit www.701restaurant.com.

Newcomer to the Washington, D.C. dining scene, Kellari Taverna (1700 K Street, NW) has an inviting 30-seat bar and lounge. It is a great downtown oasis to linger over a cocktail or glass of wine while partaking freely in Kellari Taverna’s complimentary bar snacks of delicious Greek olives, sheep’s milk cheese with crostinis, and the homemade cookies, all reflecting Kellari’s welcoming Greek hospitality. Kellari’s bar menu includes  Kellari Seafood Sliders, a Grilled Seafood Sampler and Broiled Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes; Plevrakia, slow roasted lamb riblets sprinkled with Taygetos oregano, and Kellari Veggie Chips, crispy eggplant and zucchini chips with tzatziki spread. These bar menu offerings are priced between $4.95 and $18.95. Guests can also order little neck clams, jumbo shrimp cocktail and Alaskan king crab, all available at market price. Wine lovers will appreciate the 50 wines by the glass, priced between $7 and $14, featuring an impressive selection of Greek varietals. Kellari Taverna also presents a monthly red and white wine that is offered for $25 per bottle. Furthermore the Greek-inspired cocktails at Kellari are tasty enough to tempt Zeus and include the Socrates, ‘Three Fruits in One’, Orpheous Martini, the Father of Songs and Aegean Martini, the head-turner with citrusy perfume and are priced between $11 and $14. For more information visit (202) 535-5274 and visit www.kellaridc.com. 

Conveniently located across from the Verizon Center in the bustling Penn Quarter neighborhood, Legal Sea Foods (704 7th St. NW) offers up delicious fresh seafood options for happy hour along with a variety of drink specials Monday through Friday from 4 PM to 7 PM. During happy hour, Legal’s critically acclaimed Raising the Bar cocktails, wines by the glass and well liquor drinks are all $2 off while PBR cans are priced at $1.95 and draft beer is available for $3.25. In the handsome nautical themed bar, guests can choose from bar items such as chilled snow crab legs, Thai popcorn shrimp and the ever popular six oysters for six dollars offering. For more information please call (202) 347-0007 or visit www.legalseafoods.com. 

Just north of Washington in Bethesda Row, Redwood (7121 Bethesda Lane, Bethesda, MD) is rolling out an extensive happy hour offering for patrons. It is available from 4 PM to 7 PM, Monday through Friday during the winter months.  At happy hour, tempting dishes and libations are priced from $4 to $5. They include Vidalia onion rings; cornmeal crusted fried oysters; mini-burgers and house-made chips served with onion dip. Also in the mix at happy hour are classic cocktails such as the signature Mojito, Black Duck Cosmo and Maker’s Mark Manhattan, along with house red or white wine and three beers on tap for $4 to $5 each.  Additionally, Redwood offers half-price wines on select bottles Sundays from 5:30 PM to 9 PM and Mondays from 5:30 PM to 10 PM.  For reservations or additional information please call (301) 656-5515 or visit www.redwoodbethesda.com.
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