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Chef/Owner Jamie Leeds Reveals a Nautically Chic Expansion and Eternal Summer Retreat at Hank’s Oyster Bar and Lounge 

Washington, D.C., (August 22, 2011) –This August Chef/Owner Jamie Leeds is pleased to unveil the new, coastal inspired design for Hank’s Oyster Bar and Lounge, located at 1624 Q Street, NW.  The popular neighborhood restaurant doubled in size and the new 1,800 square foot addition is divided into four rooms, each featuring their own distinctive look.  The goal of the renovation, spearheaded by the design firm, O’Neill Studios is to maintain the existing comfort and classic quality of Hank’s while enhancing the charm and dynamic architecture of the space.  The popular neighbor haven also doubled its capacity for seasonal outdoor dining as the patio now has 40 seats.
The main entrance of the new bar/lounge area is designed to feel like an enclosed two story “outdoor” patio.  A striking 17-foot glass atrium ceiling provides ample natural light.  A faux watercolor concrete finish on the walls also enhances the open-air quality of the room.  Cozy, small alcoves fitted with tufted leather banquettes contrast nicely with the openness of the space.  The 14-seat marble and blond wood bar is accented by antique schoolhouse lights.  A bright yellow and blue, nine-foot boat appears to float, suspended from the ceiling, which is reflected in the large mirror behind the bar.  Other design elements include a seven-foot faux mosaic of Hank’s signage, reminiscent of those found in old-world courtyards. 
Upstairs one will find the new charcuterie room, which is a contemporary, elegant take on a nautical, East Coast kitchen fit with a ten-seat bar.  The ceiling is painted in a striking, two-layer pattern or modello, created exclusively by O’Neill Studio’s artists. The color scheme in this area is soft grayish blues and whites with pops of citrus.
The sophisticated “yacht” room on the second floor serves as the perfect backdrop for private dining and seats 22 people comfortably.  While enjoying Hank’s famous seafood, guests will feel as though they have set sail on a beautiful, luxury liner.  A monochromatic palette is intended to evoke relaxation, fantasy and formality.  Square, faux galley windows and a wrap-around, tufted leather bench evoke the interior of a boat’s cabin.  Champagne colored glitter vinyl was used to upholster the walls, referencing the glimmer of the inside of an oyster shell.  The ceiling is glazed in a soft, blended finish and an eclectic mix of dining room chairs were refinished using a cooling shade of gray.
Located on the first floor, down a short flight of stairs, is the cocktail room.  The cocktail room, or “den,” is a cozy alcove where guests can sink into luscious banquets while sipping on house made punches by candlelight.  The modern atmosphere is accentuated by lacquered walls, custom cocktail tables and stools shaped like oyster crackers.
The boutique decorative finishing and fine art studio, O’Neill Studios was founded in 2001 and is based on Antique Row in historic Kensington, MD.  Maggie O’Neill started the studio after studying fine arts in Cortona, Italy.  The company’s goal is to provide clients with a “return to the renaissance” experience by working with a team of professional artists from a variety of creative backgrounds.  O’Neill Studios is one of the most well-respected decorative design firms in the Washington area and the team’s work can be seen in some of the city’s most notable private residences, embassies, churches, commercial spaces and restaurants. 

The hours of operation for the new Hank’s Bar and Lounge in Washington, D.C. are as follows: Monday –Thursday from 5 PM to 2 AM; Friday from 5 PM to 3 AM; Saturday from 11 AM to 3 AM and Sunday from 11 AM to 2 AM.

The hours of operation for Hank’s Oyster Bar are Mon-Tue 5:30 PM-10 PM Wed-Fri 5:30 PM -11PM; Sat 11AM-3 PM, 5:30 PM-11PM; Sun 11AM-3 PM, 5:30 PM-10 PM.  Hank’s Oyster Bar is located at 1624 Q Street Northwest, Washington D.C., DC 20009.  For additional information please call (202) 462-4265 or visit begin_of_the_skype_highlighting http://www.hanksdc.com/.
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