Joe Raffa
Head Chef of Oyamel Cocina Mexicana
Chef Joe Raffa is the head chef of Oyamel Cocina Mexicana, José Andrés' ThinkFoodGroup’s highly regarded Mexican restaurant in the Penn Quarter neighborhood of Washington, DC. He was named head chef in the fall of 2006 after having worked in some of the Washington’s most popular restaurants.
Under Raffa’s direction, Oyamel was named one of the best new restaurants of 2007 by Esquire magazine. In addition, Oyamel received the coveted Agave de Oro from the Consejo Regulador de Tequila. Recently Oyamel received the Sabores de Mexico prize from the Mexican government awarded to restaurants outside of Mexico that serve authentic Mexican cuisine.

Before arriving at Oyamel, Raffa enjoyed a five-plus-year tenure at Alexandria’s Majestic Cafe. As the chef de cuisine, Raffa participated in outfitting the new restaurant and was responsible for training the staff, as well as creating the dinner, lunch and brunch menus. In August of 2005, Joe Raffa was named chef and managing partner of Majestic Cafe where he oversaw the restaurant’s daily operations until October of 2006.

Prior to working at Majestic Cafe, Raffa spent time at Oyamel’s sister Penn Quarter restaurant, Cafe Atlantico. Raffa began working as a line cook in January of 2000 and was promoted to sous chef in July of 2000. As sous chef, Raffa oversaw and trained the Cafe Atlantico kitchen staff. 
Other experiences in Washington restaurants include serving as garde manger and line cook at Equinox, and as line cook and sous chef at the historic Morrison Clark Inn. Raffa also had the opportunity to cook for Cafe Atlantico’s dinner at the James Beard House in 2002, and he assisted Patrick O’Connell for Inn at Little Washington’s effort for the James Beard Foundation’s 99th birthday dinner.

Joe Raffa graduated from the L’Academie de Cuisine in 1997. Before entering the culinary field, Raffa worked for nine years at the US Government Accountability Office. He has a College of Naval Command and Staff Diploma from the US Naval War College, and a Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs from American University. 
Raffa was born and raised in Hawaii. 
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