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New February Dates as Oyamel Celebrates its DC Opening with A Fundraising Launch for Three Non-Profit Organizations

Washington, D.C., (February 2, 2007) —José Andrés’ and Rob Wilder’s THINKfoodGROUP will open Oyamel in March 2007, at its new Penn Quarter location, 401 7th Street, NW. The Mexican haven will hold a three-night fundraising campaign on February 20, 21 and 22 to support three nonprofit organizations as the official launch of the restaurant. To participate, guests are invited to feast ordering unlimited fare from Oyamel’s a la carte menu for $75 per person (excluding tax, gratuity, and alcoholic beverages). All proceeds raised will be distributed equally to benefit three nonprofit organizations and each will have their own special night at Oyamel. Reservations for these three dinners are available from 6 PM to 10 PM and made by calling (202) 628-1005.  The charities dinner schedules at Oyamel are as follows: Aid to Artisans (February 20), Children’s Research Institute at Children’s National Medical Center (February 21) and Many Hats Institute (February 22).
Guests dining at Oyamel during the three-day charity campaign will enjoy dishes by Executive Chef José Andrés and Chef Joe Raffa. To complement Oyamel’s current urban fare from Mexico, the beverages featured will showcase freshly squeezed fresh fruit drinks and signature cocktails, such as the Oyamel Margarita with salt air and lime zest, plus traditional aguas frescas, as well as world-class tequilas, mescals, liqueurs and quality Mexican wines by the glass and bottle.
Aids to Artisans is a non-profit organization that offers support for artisan groups located in some of the poorest areas around the world. Aids to Artisans develops a multiple year program to help artisan communities create an economically stable environment and improve their own well being. Funding for these programs provides equipment, materials, training and development of benefits all in a culturally sensitive manner that promotes the traditional values of their communities. More information about Aids to Artisans can be found at http://aidtoartisans.org/.

The Children’s Research Institute at Children’s National Medical Center promotes the advancement of research and education of pediatric diseases in order to safeguard the health of children. Proceeds collected from Oyamel will be going specifically to fund research for Duchene Muscular Dystrophy (DMD). DMD affects 1 in 3,500 boys of all races and ethnicities worldwide. Research is focused on creating a better understanding of this complex disease and developing therapeutics that will improve the quality of life for these children. More information regarding Children’s Research can be found at http://www.dcchildrens.com/CNMCResearch/Index.aspx. 
The non-profit organization Many Hats Institute is dedicated to empowering the “many hatters” from around the world to use their resources in order to improve the condition of living for children. The Many Hats Institute believes bringing together the efforts of passionate and caring people strengthens the positive impact on children’s lives. All of Many Hats Institute’s events aim to foster the dreams of children by providing inspiration, resources and a sense of pride in their community. To learn more about Many Hats Institute please go to http://www.themanyhats.org/.
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